
IHPVA World Championships 2008 
Bentwaters Parks, Suffolk, England – 16-17 August 2008 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The British Human Power Club have the pleasure of  
hosting the 2008 International Human Powered Vehicle  
World Championships.  
 
The venue, Bentwaters Parks, is an ex-airfield in Suffolk near to the village of Woodbridge and the 
North Sea Cycle Route, approximately 60km of easy riding from the Port of Harwich. The site covers 
about 1,000 acres and with a variety of roads as well as a 1.3-mile long main runway, which is ideal 
for HPV racing! 
 
The IHPVA World Championships 2008 feature 200m sprints, criterium and distance races, and drag 
sprints, as well as a program of touring rides. The countryside around Bentwaters Parks is fantastic 
for touring and family cycling, with many attractions.  
 
The World championship website has full details of the event, online bookings and reservations.  
http://www.wc2008.org.uk 
 
EVENTS  
 200m Sprint – We hope to run this event in the early morning and evening (when air tends to 
be still) for the fast machines, as well as during the day. 
The BHPC now recognise ‘All Comers’ performance records (see below), there is a possibility for a 
new speed record. 
 Criterium – Short, intense, with corners and a climb. 
 Three-hour Road Race – Long and fast. 
 One hour Time Trial – ‘Race of truth’ against the clock. 
 1k Standing Start – The event for sprinters! 
 
VEHICLE CLASSES 
Vehicle classes are as follows;  
Faired, Unfaired, Part-faired, Unfaired Multitrack and Armpowered  
For more details of what each class entails please visit the WC 2008 website  
http://www.wc2008.org.uk 
 
CIRCUIT AND PARK 
Bentwaters Parks was a RAF airfield, used by the US Air Force 81st Fighter Wing during the cold war. 
There are historical features, such as hardened aircraft hangers and secure bunkers used for 
weapons stores. There is also a 40-acre enterprise park. 
 
The main runways – there are two, each 1.3 miles long – are surrounded by access roads and 
aircraft taxi-ways.  



Many of these lead off into lovely green areas with grass, trees, and wildlife, which are 
environmentally protected. 
The main runway is a great shimmering strip of black tarmac, in very good condition, just calling for 
speeding HPVs. 
 
Bentwaters is also renowned for being the “UK Roswell” where several American military personnel 
reported a UFO sighting on the base. Hopefully there will be enough fast low-flying objects that 
the little green men will pay us another visit! 
http://www.bentwatersparks.com/index.html 
 
ACCOMMODATION  
Camping 
The BHPC have a campsite right next to Bentwaters Parks, available for Friday, through Wednseday 
nights. The site has water, toilets, and hot showers.  
The cost for a tent pitch for two people is £10/night. Additional people are per night: adults, £4; 
children to age 5, free.  
Dogs and owls are free, too (but no free-running dogs or low-level flying owls!). 
 
If you are tent camping, we encourage you to stay at the BHPC site. It is convenient for access to 
events and is a place where we can easily gather together and socialise.  If you have a camper 
vehicle or caravan, we suggest Staverton Camping Park (tel  01394 460783; web review 
http://www.ukcampsites.co.uk/sites/details.asp?revid=4906) as it is very near the BHPC campsite. 
Staverton has nice facilities but is for adults only. Another campsite less than 2 miles from 
Bentwaters Parks is Tangham Forest, near Rendlesham , tel 01394 450707, web 
http://www.forestcamping.co.uk/.  
 
For a list of local bed & breakfast, hotels, etc see 
http://www.bentwatersparks.com/accommodation/bandb.html 
 
 
REGISTRATION 
Registration is available via the http://www.wc2008.org.uk website, and handled securely via paypal 
payment, please register early to secure your place. 
 
TOURING/DINNER 
Touring 
On the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (August 18/19/20th) following the weekend of racing, 
there will be guided rides from the WC2008 site into the countryside of Suffolk. 
 
Day rides will be available at two distances: an easy local ride of about 25 miles (40 kilometres), and 
a ride venturing further a field, between 50 and 60 miles (80-100 kilometres). 
 
In addition, there will be a short ride on the afternoon of Friday August 15th – to stretch your legs 
before the racing starts. 



 
We will visit castles, a Tudor manor house that is now a brewery, cafés and teashops, pubs for lunch 
. . . and as far as possible we will avoid busy roads. There are no big hills! The countryside is gently 
rolling, with lots of quiet lanes, pleasant scenery and plenty of things to see. 
 
For visitors who have GPS and wish to ride the routes independently, .gpx files will be available at 
WC2008. 
 
Dinner 
On Saturday night, if the weather is good, there will be a bring-your-own barbecue at the BHPC 
campsite. We will provide a big BBQ and coals for cooking (open fires on the ground not allowed), 
you bring food and drink. If the weather is rotten, then let’s all go to nearby pubs and restaurants – 
there are plenty – and have a nice evening that way. 
 
Exploring 
If you go riding on your own, places to visit include:  
Woodbridge Tide Mill, Framlingham Castle, Orford Castle, Leiston Abbey, Saxtead Green Post Mill  
(windmill), Dunwich  (lost city and nature reserve), Orford Ness (nature reserve with old military 
research buildings), Sutton Hoo (Anglo Saxon Burial Site), Rendlesham Forest, Long Shop Museum 
(Garrett steam engine museum).  

 
TRANSPORT/LOCATION 
Bentwaters Parks 
Rendlesham 
Woodbridge 
Suffolk 
IP12 2TW 
 
 
Trains run to Wickham Market Station from London Liverpool Street. 
 
Riders arriving at Harwich on the cross-Channel ferry and wishing to cycle to the WC2008 site have 
a ride of 40miles/62km to the WC2008 site, going via the towns of Manningtree and Ipswich to 
cross the Stour and Orwell estuaries. If you have GPS, you may wish to use the .gpx route file which 
will be posted on http://www.wc2008.org.uk for download shortly. This will guide you along the 
best cycling route from Harwich via Ipswich to the WC2008 site. 
 
We are also able to provide a special sailing of the Harwich cross-harbour ferry 
(http://www.harwichharbourferry.com/) to correspond with the Friday August 15th 20:00 arrival of 
the cross-Channel ferry from Hoek to Harwich.  
This little ferry takes you across the harbour to Felixstowe, and from there the ride to Bentwaters is 
much shorter (22miles/36km), and mostly on quiet roads. 
Places are very limited for this, and priority will be given to families, for this crossing. 
 
 



CONTACTS  
 
For queries about registration, and touring rides, contact Nick Marshall – nick@bhpc.org.uk 
 
For queries about events, rules, vehicles, and technical matters, contact the Race Committee – 
RaceCommittee@bhpc.org.uk  
 
Press and media contact  
 
** Please do not publish details on websites** 
 
BHPC Promotion Officer 
Ian Fardoe 
Tel +447740358525 
ianf@bhpc.org.uk 
 
 
Press/Publicity Materials 
 
There is a section of the wc2008 website that has logos, posters and other promotional material 
available to use. 
 http://www.wc2008.org.uk/\press.aspx 


